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The Centre national de l’audiovisuel in Luxembourg (CNA) is opening a major 
new space dedicated to photography. On 29 September 2012 the centre will 
launch Waassertuerm and Pomhouse, featuring two exhibition galleries 
created in the unusual setting of an industrial water tower (Waassertuerm) and 
its adjacent pumping station (Pomhouse) as part of the CNA extension project 
on the grounds of a former neighbouring steel plant. 

The water tower, with its stunning circular gallery, will become the permanent 
home of Edward Steichen’s exhibition The Bitter Years 1935-1941, curated 
in 1962 for the Museum of Modern Art (MoMA), New York with a selection 
of images from the Farm Security Administration. In the context of labour and 
migration, in the town of Dudelange, one of Luxembourg’s historic industrial 
centres, The Bitter Years, with its compelling view of rural America during the 
Great Depression, will acquire new meaning. Fifty years after its first viewing 
at MoMA, the historic collection provides the corner stone for reflections 
about contemporary image making, and Pomhouse, the handsomely renovated 
former pumping station, offers the framework for an ongoing dialogue between 
past and present interpretations of the ever evolving medium of photography.

Pomhouse will put on a range of temporary exhibitions, the first of which  
will be Coexistence, a site-specific work by British contemporary artist 
Stephen Gill. Gill’s work will provide a poetic reflection upon the changing 
region and city. 

Together, Waassertuerm and Pomhouse offer an important new platform for 
photography.

About the CNA
The Centre national de l’audiovisuel  (CNA)  
was created in 1989, its main missions being to 
conserve and honour the national photography, 
film and sound heritage from Luxembourg. 
The institute actively collects and archives film, 
photography and sound documents from a 
broad range of origins. Today, the photography 
collection comprises over two hundred thousand 
documents and testifies to the the richness of 
past and contemporary photographic practices 
and image creation in Luxembourg. 

The CNA safeguards and displays two Steichen 
collections from MoMA, NY: The Bitter Years and 
The Family of Man. The Family of Man, the most 
popular exhibition in the history of photography, 
seen by over 10 million visitors since its creation 
in 1955, is on permanent display in another 
exhibition space of the CNA located in Clervaux, 
in the north of Luxembourg (reopening in June 
2013). 

Edward Steichen was born in 1879 in Bivange, 
Luxembourg. The two MoMA exhibitions were 
bequeathed to the Luxembourg Government 
upon Steichen’s special request.

Centre national de l’audiovisuel (CNA) 
1b, rue du Centenaire, L-3475 Dudelange
www.cna.lu

Save the date 

THE CNA IN LUXEMBOURG OPENS  
A MAJOR SPACE FOR PHOTOGRAPHY
EDWARD STEICHEN’S THE BITTER YEARS  
MEETS CONTEMPORARY PHOTOGRAPHY

Arthur Rothstein : Farmer and sons walking in the face of a dust storm. Cimarron County, Oklahoma, April 1936.© Stephen Gill
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The bitter years
Rural America Seen by the Photographers 
of the Farm Security Administration


