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Hedge funder’s French
connection

Museum of ancient & modern to open

MOUGINS. A UK entreprenzur
who s2t up the world's largest
commodity hedgs fund will apen
& museum for his vast antiquitizs
collection in the south of Frence
this manth {10 June). Christian
Lewett, who founded the London-
hased hedge fund Clive Capital in
2007, will show amund F00
encient works in his Muszum of
Classical Art  in  Mougins
[(MMoCA), & wvillage between
Cannzs end Cirasse. “Buying &
building far my collection weas
prohibitive in London becauss of
the expenss,” he seid. Instead, he
has convertsd a four-floar, 550
5. m medieval house into &
museum. *The cost nfbu:.-'ln th
main building, plus an u%ﬁr_'..
building, and fitting them aut was
lzss then €7m,” said Levett, wha
MATE TWo Testaurents in H.'L: arca.

The mussum's Eﬂan
gallery hausss matzrial ﬂ'mt rep-
resents the complet= span of
Egvptolagy, from th:  Old
Kingdom (2686 BC-2181 BC) ta
the Piolemaic period (332-330
BC)", natzs the muszum website
while the Greek gallery will
hauss works such as en Apulian
red-figure hydria (around 370
BC). Mark Merrony, the editor-
in-chief of Minerva, The
International Beview af Anciant
Art& Archaealagy, isthe director
of the new institution. A terget of
20 W0 visitors end an edmission
fee of ®15 have been set far the
first year.

Levett is not just an antigui-
tizs buyer. He 15 interspersing
ancient warks, such gs & first or
sccnm:l—c:nu.lry branze statue of
Aphrodite (bzlow), with 100
classically inspired picces by
artists such as Marc Chagall,
Paul (ézannz, Edgar D=gas,
Heney  Moare, iorgio  des
Chiriea, Mare Quinnend Antony
Giormley, tapping inta & trend for
showing antiquitizs alongsid=
maodem and contemporary rt.

“hly entiquitics were
maunting up in storege.” sEys
Lewett. “The first items that [
bought were en ancient
Greek bettle helmet,
and an Egyptian
cartonnage mask, ¥
hath far abaue £6 D00,
lt blew my mind that 1
couldbuy encient g
art et that pricz." 4§
His [etest
pur-
chase
is  the
Crowe
Hzll urmn,
which sald for
£4435 250 at
Christie’s Londan
in Depember to a
European  dealer.
Lewvett bought the
first-entury  pisce

at the Tefaf Maastricht fair
for “ronsiderably  less
than &1m". |
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